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	Safe Prescribing Tip
	How?

	Why?

	Patient Identification – Place a patient identification label on every patient medication chart AND handwrite the patients’ full name below the patient identification label
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	· Incomplete patient identification can lead to errors where the medication is administered to the wrong patient
· Handwriting the patients’ name in full acts as a safety mechanism for the prescriber to ensure the correct patient identification label was placed on the medication chart

	Adverse Drug Reactions (ADRs)/ Allergies – Document the medicine/allergen/food name and a description of the reaction, print prescribers’ name, date and sign
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	Omission of ADR information risks re-prescribing and administering a medicine that has previously caused an adverse reaction. Recording the clinicians signature assigns accountability

	VTE Risk Screen – Perform a VTE Risk screen at admission to inform if a patient requires VTE prophylaxis. Review the patients VTE risk throughout admission at least every 7 days
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	Reducing the rate of hospital acquired VTE is a national safety and quality priority. Performing a VTE Risk screen assists in the appropriate prescribing of VTE prophylaxis

(Note we are working to improve the VTE Risk Screening process – watch this space!)

	PRN Medications – Document the frequency as an hourly frequency, the indication and maximum dose in 24 hours for ALL PRN medication orders
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	· A frequency of tds or qid, does not clearly indicate when the next dose can be administered safely
· The PRN prescription can be reviewed in the context of what it is required to be given for
· Some PRN medicines may need to be given frequently, but have a maximum dose that can be given safely in 24 hours
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